
396 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
Luciana Prati & Emanuela Ercolani 
 
Santarelli numismatic collection 
in the artistic and cultural 
institutions of Forli: Utilisation of 
a collection mainly coming from 
the territory in the context of the 
new archaeological museum 
 
 

 
 
Proceedings of the ICOMON meetings held in Madrid, Spain, 1999. 
 
[Madrid]: Museo Casa de la Moneda, [2001] 
543 p. (Multilingual) pp.396-398 
 
Downloaded from: www.icomon.org 
 



397 

 

Santarelli numismatic collection in the artistic and 
cultural institutions of Forli: Utilisation of a collection mainly 

coming from the territory in the context of the new 
archaeological museum 

Luciana Prati 

Direttore Istituti Artistici e Culturali, Forli, Italia 

Emanuela Ercolani 

Docente Di Numismatica, Dipartamento di 

Storia Antica, Bologna, Italia 

 
Of the two coin collections kept in the Instituti Culturali of Forlì, Collezione 

Santarelli is surely of lesser importance from the point of view of quality, 
rarity and conservation of pieces, but nevertheless it is extremely 

interesting, because one can correctly presume that it prevalently comes 
from the territory. 

 

It is the Communal collection that Antonio Santarelli, excavations 
Museum's Director from 1875 on, ordered and increased with local pieces, 

whose findings were also recorded by Santarelli in his publications.148 
 

The original arrangement disposed by Santarelli is no longer available, as, 
the old containers being in bad condition, the coins were taken away and 

kept elsewhere in a safe. Cataloguing pieces and confronting Santarelli's 
writings has shown that most of the coins of ancient age reflect local 

monetary circulation. 
 

In 1978, I started studying this collection, which at that point was kept in 
paper envelopes, bearing indications «pluteo» or «vetrinetta», the pieces of 

furniture where coins were displayed until the Second World War. 
 

In the upper plan of the «pluteo», in 1875, was stored the first bulk of the 

collection, the coins collected by Conte Ranieri Biscia of Forlì, other lesser 
legates and coins which Santarelli had acquired.149 Unfortunately, the two 

parts were not kept apart.150 
 

Only pieces coming from «compere, trovamenti o doni»,151 acquired at a 
second point were separately kept in the lower part of the «pluteo». 

 
In the «vetrinetta» was kept a hoard of republican denarii, that I could 

identify as the Gruzzolo di Pieve Quinta, hoarded about 42 BC, found in 
1879, and acquired for the Museum by Santarelli.152 

 
Through Santarelli's cataloguing, based on Fabretti, Monete consolari del 

Museo di Torino, it was possible to remark that the hoard is almost 
complete, save for 200 pieces. 

 

Today, coins in Santarelli's collection dating from the ancient and medieval 
ages have this composition: 
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10 Non Roman   

176 Roman Republican Bronze 

157 Roman Republican Victoriati, Denarii 

641 Roman Republican Denarii, Hoard 

2682 Roman Imperial Mostly Bronze 

639 Byzantine, Medieval  Mostly Bronze 

 
Among the archaeological finds from the territory, some of which go back 

to the prehistoric age, but without any continuity, these coins are one of 
the most continuous testimonies of its occupation and economy. 

 
A built up area at the emplacement of Forum Livii (Forlì) was formed some 

years before the settling of the via Aemilia by the Romans in 178 B.C. 
 

A municipium was deduced here after Bellum Sociale, in 89 B.C., but 
whilst, from the Augustan age till the later Empire and the barbaric age, 

various and significant archaeological findings from the town and the 
territory attest a prosperous situation, republican documentation is almost 

restricted to the funerary monument of Grasidia 153  and coins in the 

Santarelli Collection are a precious document.154 
 

Most of the bronze coins are in a poor state of conservation, thus 
indicating a lack of selection and suggesting a provenance mainly from the 

territory. 
 

Some older pieces, bronze coins from Neapolis, Tarentum, and Ariminum 
show interesting concordance with the area of Ariminum, where land and 

sea routes arrived from Central and Southern Italy, and the Romans 
founded a colony in 269 BC as a starting point for their conquest of the 

northern territory up to the Po.155 
 

The main group of coins belongs to roman issues. Reduced bronzes, 
victoriati and, above all, denarii spread in the region following 

Romanisation. The civil wars of the end of the Republic are reflected in 

three hoards, of which only Pieve Quinta still exists. 
 

Imperial aes coinage is diffused in a consistent way156 from Augustus, and 
even more with the following Julio Claudians, then it continues through the 

II century A.D., reaching a peak with the Antonines, following the 
expansion of rural settlement and demographic increase. 

 
In the first half of the III century, the number of great aes pieces is still 

consistent, in the second half, inflation of the radiates shows clearly the 
general crisis of Empire, but continuity of settlement in Forlì and its 

territory is confirmed by a good presence of fractional coinage between 
the fourth and fifth centuries A.D., mostly in poor conditions of 

conservation. 
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Some anonymous Osthrogothic pieces of the VI century, together with 

byzantine pieces and two denarii of Berengarius I, King of Italy, from the 
beginning of the X century, confirm coin circulation documented in 

Ravenna157 and Imola158 and show continuity of settlement in the Middle 
Ages. 

 

Displayed in the Archaeological Museum, together with other 
archaeological finds, those coins bear witness to the town's and territory's 

settlement and economic conditions, a specific section will be set to 
illustrate the hoard of Pieve Quinta, to hoarding phenomena and their 

historical significance for the territory. 
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